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Exist lng Landuses

Exlst ing landuses of  the Skyl ine Mines project  area and adjacent areas con-

s is t  o f  g raz ing ,  recreaEion ,  and fo res t ry .  Four  Nat iona l  Fores t  sheep a l lo t -

ments  a re  conta ined par t ia l l y  w i th in  the  pro jec t  a rea .  Recreat iona l  use  o f

the  areas  to -be  a f fec ted  by  the  n in ing  opera t ions  cons ls ts  p r inar i l y  o f

hunt ing ,  f  i sh ing ,  s igh tsee ing ,  and snor^ rmob i l ing .  Fores t ry  uses  are  l i rn i ted

to  cu t t ing  fence pos ts  and f i rewood,  w i th  occas iona l  t imber  sa les  to  sa lvage

bug-ki l led spruce t imber.

Capab i l i t y  and Produc t iv i t y  o f  Permi t  Area  Af fec ted  bY Sur face  OPera t ions

The area  to  be  a f fec ted  by  sur face  mine  opera t ions  and fac i l i t i es  i s  capab le

of support ing 765 animal uni ts for  one day or 26 animal uni t  months.  Assr:ming

an annua l  th ree  month  graz ing  per iod ,  t ,he  proposed d is tu rbed area  is  capab le

of support ing an equivalent of  n ine animal uni ts annual ly.

' :  
There are approx lmate ly  20.  I  acres of  the spruce- f i r  c inber  type and 17 '7

acres of the aspen timber Eype within the area to be affected by minlng actlvi-

tles. Based upon the avail-able tlmber volune per acre of 10,000 board-feet

per acre for spruce-fir tlmber and 5300 board-feet per acre for asPen tlmber

(U.S.  Forest  Serv l -ce,  1979) ,  there could be aPProxlnate ly  201,000 board- feet

of  spruce- f i r  t j .mber ant l  93,800 board- feet  of  asPen t l ruber  wl th in the proposed

sur face area for  mine operat ions and fac i l i t les '

Previously Mined Areas

The only known mine previously operated wiLhin the Skyline Mine Permit area

ls the abandoned Eccles canyon coal nlne located immediately west of and

\riEhin the National Forest boundary. The mine was an underground coal mine

operated ln termi t tent ly  f rom 1899 to I952 (Doel l ing,  I972) '
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Emery and Carbon county zoning ordinances classlfy the Skyl ine Mine permit

area as a recreat ion,  forest ry  and rn in ing zone Eo be used for  " recreat ion,

forest fy ,  graz ing,  wi ld l i fe ,  and ro in ing purposes" .

Ninety nlne percent of  the permit  area is located within the Mant i -LaSal

Nat lonal  Forest  and is therefore subject  to the "Land l" lanagement Plan" of

the  U.  S .  Fores t ,  Serv ice  (Lg7g>.  A11 o f  the  permi t  a rea  w i th in  the  NaEiona l

Forest  is  designated in the land managemenL plan as "coal  Lands M.anagement

Area A".  The'  managernent object ives relaEed to t ,he Skyl ine l " t ine permit '  area,

as  se t  fo r th  by  the  U.  S .  Fores t  Serv ice  in  the  land management  p lan '  a re  to

improve and main t ,a in  watershed cond i t ions ,  improve des i rab le  p lan t  spec ies

and vegeta t i . ve .  cover ,  decrease so i l  e ros ion  and main ta in  so i l  s tab i l i t y  and

produc t iv i t y ,  coord ina te  minera l  ac t i v i t ies  w ich  o ther  resource  usesr  manage

and pro tec t  a rchaeo log ica l  and pa leonto log ica l  resources ,  harves t  t imber  and

f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  o n  a  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  b a s i s ,  p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y  r e c r e a t i o n a l

oppor tun i t ies ,  eoord ina te  t ranspor ta t ion  sys tems,  and pro tec t  and mainEa in

wi ld l i fe  and f i sh  hab i ta ts .  (U.  S .  Fores t  Serv ice  ,  L979)  '
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